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out of the church and inte the world

Manna Bags

Coram De

0 touches the homeless in RenN0 by Jose Skinner

HOMELESSHESS |5 A CONSTANT FROELEM [N REND. Newada's homele ssnass per capita
is twice tha nationalaverage. Some homelsss people stand on off-ramps holding signs
asking for help. As Christ-followers, what do we dof

Hare's one option: Give them a Manna Bag. It's a Ziploc® bag fillad with some daily
essantials for those in need—kept in your car for such an occasion. It's not enough to
last them a menth, but it might be just encugh to gat them through the day, like God's
gift of manna to the Israelitas, Most recpiants are grateful and surprised thatyou're
giving them your “lunch.”

This past spring our EFCA church plant (Coram Deo) packed anough bags for each
family to hawe two—one to keap, one to give to a neighbor. Soon, peoplawera asking
when we would make more, so we've dacided to pack these during cur potlucks four
time s ayear.

Manna Bags address a real frustration. We are committed to = reing the cty twice
a month (washing cars for free, serving at the AIDS Walk), but homelessne s ovar-
whelms us because of the tension betwesn wanting to give to those in nead but being
concemead about how money might be spant, Most of uswere frozen imto Tnacton, but
Manna Bags hawe freed usto act. m
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